TRY SPEED SKATING: 8 MAY 2009 4:00 – 7:30pm
ENTER OUR QUIZ NIGHT: 8 MAY 2009 8:00 – 10:30pm
ALL PROCEEDS HELP MATT FULLER, CHAMPION NZ SPEED SKATER & DISC CLUB MEMBER, QUALIFY FOR VANCOUVER WINTER OLYMPICS 2010.

On 8 May 2008 at Dunedin Ice Stadium in Victoria Road, the Dunedin Ice Skating club is raising funds for our premier speed skater, Matt Fuller, to train and compete in the Northern Hemisphere as he attempts to qualify for next year’s Winter Olympics in Vancouver. The events of that evening will include:

· Speed skating competition involving ice skaters, speed skaters and ice-hockey players

· A quiz night involving teams of three or four players

· An auction of prizes donated for Matt’s benefit

How does this involve you?

You can enter the racing, enter our quiz,  help run the races or the quiz, donate prizes,  encourage others to do the same or do all of these things. Any way that you can help us raise the money Matt needs to get overseas and get the training and competition he needs, will be most appreciated. Age is no barrier: we will have novice 5 year old skaters through to veterans racing. There will be an age-group for you if you wish to try out your speed. All of their families will be represented around the quiz tables. You and your family, friends or work colleagues will be made to feel welcome.

What is involved in the racing?

Racers who enter this competition need to be able to skate 111 metres. They do not need to be able to skate it fast. They can stop and rest during those 111m if they wish. They can take their rest standing up or lying down.
Once the entries are received, skaters will be classified according to their ages. Skaters will then race other skaters in their age-grades to see who is the fastest. These races will be over a number of distances. Subject to the number of entries we receive in each age-grade, it is likely that each racer will race over 3 or 4 distances. 

Each line of racers (up to 6 per race) will be allowed onto the ice from the heat box to start their race. A starter will take them to the start line, confirm the distance over which they are racing and start them. The racers race around a circular course marked on the ice. Placings are determined by the order in which racers’ skates cross the finish line.

If you have friends against whom you would particularly like to race (for example, other skaters from your ice-hockey team ), let us know on your entry form and we will accommodate your request if we can.
What do I need to bring?
Skating at speed involves the risk of falling down. You need to wear gear to protect you in the event that this happens to you. You will need to supply:

· Skates (your choice of ice skates, speed skates or hockey boots – whatever you have)

· Helmet (bike helmets are fine, with visors removed)

· Close fitting clothes (so that they do not get caught on other people or their skates)

· Shin pads (blades hurt)

· Sense of humour

The things listed above are compulsory. You may also wish to bring your own water bottle and neck guard (if you have one from ice hockey).
What will be supplied?

We will supply ice (for skating on, and for treating bruises), crash-pads around the perimeter  of the rink, a heat-box attendant to ensure all racers are safely attired before they go onto the ice for each race, a starter and a certificate for each racer listing their events and places.

We will have a supply of neck guards, which are required for each racer. If you have your own, however, we recommend you bring it.
How much will it cost me?

The entry fee for each skater is: $20 and one bottle. The bottle can be any size, any shape and filled with any (legal) substance you like. The money will go directly to Matt Fuller for his speed skating campaign. The bottle –along with that of every other racer – will be auctioned at the quiz night. All proceeds from the auction will be donated straight to Matt.
How do I enter?

Entry forms can be collected from the Dunedin Ice Stadium.  If you receive this message in electronic form, you should also be receiving an entry form. Simply fill it out and return it to: Simon Heale,  EMMA.SIMON@xtra.co.nz .

If you a reading a hard copy of this message, fill out an entry form and give it to Simon or send it to him at PO Box 5137, Dunedin.

If you have questions for Simon, telephone him: 027 4810226

What is involved in the quiz?

Teams of up to four players will be asked questions. The team answering the most of those questions correctly will be crowned as champions and receive an impressive prize. The questions will be asked in groups. In the intervals between the groups of questions, the bottles and other donated goods will be auctioned. The entry fee for each competitor at the quiz will be $5. All money raised will go directly to Matt.
Who do I contact?

Simon Heale, whose contact details are: EMMA.SIMON@xtra.co.nz, 021 4810226.

Where and when does this happen?

The racing will be on the ice between 4:00pm and 7:30pm at the Dunedin Ice Stadium on 8 May 2009.

The quiz and auction will follow from 8:00pm in the upstairs room at the rink. 
How will the money be used?

All of the money raised will be donated by the club directly to Matt. The club will not deduct any money for expenses from the money raised. All ice-time for racing has been donated by the club, the use of the venue and facilities has been donated by the rink. The prizes and auction items will be donated and the time and effort of the organisers is all being donated.

 Matt will use that money to subsidise the cost of travel to and staying in Canada to train ahead of competing for New Zealand at World Cup events in late 2009. The dates and venues of those World Cup events are yet to be confirmed but the best skaters in world speed skating will be attending, all trying to qualify places for their respective countries  at the  Olympic Games. It is hoped that as many as three men from New Zealand will attend, in an effort to qualify one skater for the Olympics.
